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canonized by Pope John XXII in 1323. Pope Pius V, in 1567, com-
manded his festival and office to be kept equal with those of the four
doctors of the western church.

Many in their studies, as in other occupations, take great pains to
little purpose, often to draw from them the poison of vanity or error;
or at least to drain their affections, and rather to nourish pride and other
vices in the heart than to promote true virtue. Sincere humility and
simplicity of heart are essential conditions for the sanctification of studies,
and for the improvement of virtue by them. Prayer must also both go
before and accompany them. St Thomas spoke much to God by prayer,
that God might speak to him by enlightening his understanding in his
reading and studies ; and he received in this what he asked in the other
exercise. This prodigy of human wit, this unparalleled genius, which
penetrated the most knotty difficulties in all the sciences, whether sacred
or profane, to which he applied himself, was accustomed to say that he
learned more at the foot of the crucifix than in books. We ought never
to set ourselves to read or study anything without having first made our
morning meditation, and without imploring in particular the divine light
in everything we read; and seasoning our studies by frequent aspirations
to God in them, and by keeping our souls in an humble attention to his
presence. In intricate difficulties we ought more earnestly prostrate at
the foot of a crucifix, to ask of Christ the resolution of our doubts. We
should thus receive, in the school of so good a master, that science which
makes saints, by giving, with other sciences, the true knowledge of God
and ourselves, and purifying and kindling in the will the fire of divine
love with the sentiments of humility and other virtues. Prayer and true
virtue even naturally conduce to the perfection of learning, in every
branch; for purity of the heart, and the disengagement of the affections
from all irregular passions, render the understanding clear, qualify the
mind to judge impartially of truth in its researches, divest it of many
prejudices, the fatal sources of errors, and inspire a modest distrust in
a person's own abilities and lights. Thus virtue and learning mutually
assist and improve each other.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 7:

BLESSED GERMAN GARDINER, BLESSED JOHN IRELAND, and BLESSED JOHN LARKE, some-
time rector of Chelsea and the parish priest of St Thomas More, three priests martyred under
Elizabeth: ST PAUL, anchoret, suraamed " The Simple," who served God in a poor and toilsome
life, being drawn to heavenly things through the unworthiness of his wife: SAINTS PERPBTUA
and FELICITAS, martyred with their companions; a truly heroic group, martyred in Africa in
203: and ST THOMAS AQUINO.